The paper deals with the changes in population and urbanization of the areas adjoining the state borders of Spain and Portugal. These borders, as is well known, are one of the most stable in Europe and well incorporated in the cultural landscape. The border areas include all first-degree administrative units which are in direct contact with the land state border.
inhabitants (an increase by 154.3 %). In the continental part it increased from 14,957.8 thousand to 36,913.5 thousand (by 146.8 %). In the period under investigation there was an absolute increase in population also in the provinces adjoining the border (from 3,913.7 thousand to 6,720.1 thousand, i.e. by 71.7 %), yet in all the investigated periods population increase was lower here than in the continental part of Spain In Spanish provinces adjoining the border with France the population increased in the years 1857-1991 from 1,328.7 thousand to 2,298.9 thousand, i.e. by 73.0 per cent. However, the periods of population increase alternated several times with periods of population decrease. Thus, for in- Population increase in the areas adjoining the borders varied depending on the geographic situation of administrative units with regard to the seashore. Generally it can be said that it was much bigger in the border provinces situated at the seaside (maritimo-fronterizas) than in other border provinces (fronterizas). In the former in the years 1857-1991 the population increased by 148.1 per cent, in the latter it increased by a mere 26.2 per cent. In addition, in the maritimo-fronterizas provinces a popula- tion increase was observed in all the periods between the censuses, whereas in the fronterizas provinces the number of inhabitants has been systematically decreasing since 1960. A relatively high population increase in the years 1857-1991 was characteristic of the marítimo-fronterizas provinces both as concerns the provinces adjoining the French border (an increase by 156.0%) and those adjoining the Portuguese border (an increase by 120.6%). In the fronterizas provinces of both border-regions the increase was several times smaller (by 28.0% and 25.3%, respectively). In both border-regions the marítimo-fronterizas provinces are characterized -apart from a relatively big population increase -by its systematic increase in all the periods between the censuses, whereas in the fronterizas provinces there were periods of a population decrease. In the provinces adjoining the French border the phenomenon of depopulation was observed in the years 1857-1877 and 1887-1897, whereas in the frontizeras provinces adjoining the Portuguese border the population has been systematically decreasing since 1950! In 1991 the mean population density of the provinces adjoining the borders was equal to 46.2 persons/1 km 2 ), i.e. it was smaller than in the whole country (77.8 persons/1 km 2 and almost two times smaller than in the remaining provinces of the continental part of Spain (87.0 persons/1 km 2 ). Such low value of population density is mainly due to the fact that a small number of people inhabit the provinces adjoining both the Portuguese border (36.3 persons/1 km 2 ) and the French border (49.6 persons/1 km 2 ). There are large disproportions in population between the fronterizas border provinces (26.9 persons/1 km 2 ) and the maritimo-fronterizas provinces (119.9 persons/1 km 2 ). In 1991 the highest population density was observed in the provinces: Guipúzcoa (338.7 persons/1 km 2 ), Pontevedra (198.1) and Cádiz (148.5). The lowest population density was found in the provinces: Zamora (13.6), Huesca (14.0) and Cáceres (20.5 persons/1 km 2 ). As a result of migration of the population to the regions of Spain which were better developed economically the population of five provinces adjoining the Portuguese border (Zamora, Cáceras, Orense, Badajoz and Huelva) and of one province adjoining the French border ( Emigration of the population from border areas is due to many complex phenomena, among them: a growing polarization between individual regions of Spain and Portugal as far as social and economic development (mainly industry) are concerned; high disproportions between the standard of development of both Iberian countries in comparison with the highly developed members of the European Union; better access to information, which means that people are well aware of the present economic situation and growing disproportions of development; and greater possibilities of emigration to the countries of Western Europe.
In spite of advancing integration of the countries of the European Union it seems doubtful if the border areas, and the Spanish-Portuguese border areas in particular, take part in these integrational processes. At this stage of investigations it can be said that the border areas do not form any economic region. Certainly, it is too early yet to draw any far-reaching conclusions, as both Spain and Portugal have been members of the European Union for a very short period of time. However, it can be said today that the effect of integration is much bigger for both countries in global scale, and also for other, better developed regions of the Iberian Peninsula than for border areas.
